




There is potential for a greater use of EMFAF financial instruments 

– despite the limited experience in the 2014-2020 programming 

period.

Level of knowledge on FIs varies among managing authorities, but the 

majority of them indicate as “rather low” their knowledge related to the FIs 

life cycle.

Grants remain an important type of support for many MSs, but results 

show that there is scope to combine grants with financial instruments, 

to leverage additional resources and address market needs.

Capacity building activities are needed for all EMFF/EMFAF managing 

authorities, as well as for the other stakeholders involved in financial 

instrument implementation.



Co-financing

Co-financing of financial instrument operations using EIB own resources at
the level of the promoting entity, project or financial intermediary. It
enables to increase the resources available to final beneficiaries. Co-financing

Technical assistance and financial advisory

Providing capacity-building activities and financial advisory services to MAs 
in order to support implementation and acceleration of investment 

projects, bilateral advisory and fi-compass
Assistance 
& advisory

Management of financial instruments / Mandate

Acting as Investment Manager to manage shared management funds made 
available in the form of financial instruments (Fund of Funds)  and to pilot 

innovative instruments for EU policy needs
Investment 

manager
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Scene setter: a Commission’s Communication on Energy
Transition in the EU Fisheries and Aquaculture sector

The recent increased energy prices from fossil fuels are a threat to the 

profitability and viability of the sector

Need to break away from the fossil fuel dependency

Need to accelerate the energy transition in the sector, towards more use 

of renewable and low-carbon energy use and a climate neutral sector

Increase the future resilience of the sector



A boost for the energy transition of the sector by 

supporting:

• the uptake of energy efficiency investments in the short to 

medium-term

• further developing and adopting additional renewable and 

low-carbon energy sources in the medium to long-term

How does the Communication propose to 
accelerate the energy transition in the sector?



Challenges and main barriers for the energy 
transition

Knowledge and innovation 

The access to funding and financing opportunities

Workforce skills

The cooperation between stakeholder



What is in the Communication? Four main 
areas to accelerate the transition

Develop skills 

and a 

workforce that 

is prepared 

and ready for 

the energy 

transition

Improve the 

governance 

framework and 

coordination/coo

peration 

between 

stakeholders

Close the gaps 

in both available 

technology and 

knowledge 

through R&I

Improve the 

business 

environment, 

including in 

financing 

opportunities 

and awareness



Our ambition:

• to empower the sector to invest in the energy transition and in the fishing 

vessel and aquaculture of the future.

• Preparing a modernised, more resilient and sustainable fisheries and 

aquaculture sector of the future

• Acting now requires collaboration between all stakeholders: Join us in the 

Energy Transition Partnership

A role for financial instruments
supported by the EMFAF



• The importance of FIs in the programming process

• Enabling the leverage of private investment: FIs can potentially trigger investments for revenue-generating and cost-saving activities while maximising

private investment with minimum public support.  A more efficient and sustainable alternative to complement traditional grant-based support. (Operational 

examples in the preceding slides.)

• FI uptake in programmes

• Stronger interest now: 6 MS (BG, EE, FI, IT, HR, LT) committed to FI  implementation. 13 MS have done (LV, PT) or will do (GR, RO, CY, CZ, DK, ES,

FR, NL, PL, SE, SK) an ex-ante assessment (EAA). To be done within 2 years of programme adoption to enable potential FI implementation. 

• 6 MS non-committal (no EAA, or EAA done with negative conclusion): AT, BE, DE, HU, MT, SI.

• How can COM and EIB help?

• Tailored workshops!  Use EIB’s FI expertise, targeted to your own specific situations.  Discuss with MS who have taken the opportunity.  Fi-compass 

website also has a wealth of information. fi-compass | Financial instruments under EU shared management. Use COM contact points if necessary.

Financial instruments in the EMFAF:
where do we stand?

https://www.fi-compass.eu/
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Agricultural Registers and 

Information Board

Ministry of Rural Affairs

Estonian Rural

Development Foundation



Loan for aquaculture development 

• Max EUR 500 000 

• SMEs 

• Co-financing with banks (diminish banks risks)

• Market based rate

•

•

•

•

Working capital loan for aquaculture (from the resources

returned after EFF programming period)

• Per applicant: EUR 75 000 – 150 000

• Micro/small/medium enterprises

• At least 50% collateral

• Period: 3 years

• Interest from 4% 



Growth loan for for the fish processors

• Per applicant: EUR 10 000 – 100 000  

• Micro/small enterprises

• At least 50% collateral

• Period: 5 years

• Subsidised rates from 2%

Long – term investment loan for the fish processors

• Per applicant: EUR 100 000 – 500 000

• Micro/small/medium enterprises

• 30/70 co – financing with banks (diminish banks risks)

• At least 80% collateral

• Period: 15 years

• Market based rate

Investment loan for aquaculture development 

• Per applicant: EUR 10 000 – 400 000

• Micro/small/medium enterprises

• At least 50% collateral

• Period: 15 years

• Subsidised rates from 2% 



Aquaculture
(from the resources returned 

after EFF programming period) 
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Source: Maaseutuverkosto



•

•

•

•

Source: Ex-ante report by Gaia Consulting
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https://twitter.com/ficompass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiIil9DbLGy8cwvFkolQaVQ
https://www.instagram.com/fi_compass_advisory/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fi-compass-eu/
mailto:events@fi-compass.eu
https://www.fi-compass.eu/
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