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PART 1: Th e social economy 
and the 18 investment 
priorities of the ESF

A better future
Results of the BFSE network
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The publication is divided  
into two parts. 

Part 1  

Introduction
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Part 2  

BETTER  FUTURE  FOR  
THE  SOCIAL  ECONOMY!



Overall recommendations

1.  A partnership 
framework 

2.  An integrated
strategic approach 

� 

�  

� :
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3.  Use of the Structural 
Funds
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What is the social economy?
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The European  
policy framework

€
 €
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Social economy 
and the public sector
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What role should the social economy 
play in delivering the ESF’s 18 investment 
priorities in 2014-2020?
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What is the challenge? EU policy in this area

€

PROMOTING EMPLOYMENT AND 
SUPPORTING LABOUR MOBILITY
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Th e role of social economy 
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 1: 
Access to employment  
for job-seekers and 
inactive people including 
local employment 
initiatives and support  
for labour mobility

Clean green jobs for the most 
disadvantaged
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 2:
Sustainable integration 
of young people not in 
employment, education or 
training into the labour 
market

Flanders bridges the gap 
between school and  
a proper job

€

€

INVESTMENT PRIORITY 3: 
Self-employment, 
entrepreneurship and 
business creation

A test bed for new businesses
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 4:
Equality between men  
and women and 
reconciliation between 
work and private life

Child care co-operatives  
all over Europe
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 5:
Adaptation of workers, 
enterprises and 
entrepreneurs to change

Equipping managers  
to meet new needs

�

�
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 6: 
Active and healthy ageing

Tackling the challenges of 
the new welfare

      
INVESTMENT PRIORITY 7: 
Modernisation and 
strengthening of labour 
market institutions, 
including actions to 
enhance transnational 
labour mobility

Going abroad for new 
business ideas
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What is the challenge? 

31

INVESTING IN EDUCATION, SKILLS  
AND LIFELONG LEARNING
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The role of the social 
economy

�

�

�

INVESTMENT PRIORITY 8: 
Reducing early school-
leaving and promoting 
equal access to good-
quality early-childhood, 
primary and secondary 
education

Entrepreneurship education 
provides instructions for life

€ €

€

�

�
�

�
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9: 
Improving the quality, 
efficiency and openness of 
tertiary and equivalent 
education with a view to 
increasing participation 
and attainment levels

Masters degrees in the  
social economy

�

�

�
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 10: 
Enhancing access to 
lifelong learning, 
upgrading the skills 
and competences of the 
workforce and increasing 
the labour market 
relevance of education 
and training systems

Training in partnership € €
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What is the challenge? 

PROMOTING SOCIAL INCLUSION 
AND COMBATING POVERTY
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EU policy in this area

The role of the social 
economy
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 11: 
Active inclusion

Le Mat: travelling with social 
entrepreneurs
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 12: 
Integration of 
marginalised communities 
such as the Roma

Green job opportunities  
for Roma

INVESTMENT PRIORITY 13: 
Combating discrimination 
based on sex, racial  
or ethnic origin, religion 
or belief, disability,  
age or sexual orientation

U Pana Cogito
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 14: 
Enhancing access to 
affordable, sustainable 
and high-quality services, 
including health care and 
social services of general 
interest

Capitalising social 
co-operatives

€

€

€

€

€
€

€ €

INVESTMENT PRIORITY 15: 
Promoting the social 
economy and social 
enterprises (systemic 
approach, policy co-
ordination)

Coordinated cooperation
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 16: 
Community-led local 
development strategies 

Revitalising local retailing 
through work integration
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ENHANCING INSTITUTIONAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE CAPACITIES 
(CONVERGENCE REGIONS ONLY)
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Capacity building on 
specific issues
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 17: 
Investment in 
institutional capacity 
and in the efficiency of 
public administrations 
and public services with 
a view to reforms, better 
regulation and good 
governance

Regional support centres  
for the social economy

€

�

�

�

�

�

€

INVESTMENT PRIORITY 18: 
Capacity building for 
stakeholders delivering 
employment, education 
and social policies 
and for sectoral and 
territorial pacts to 
mobilise for reform at 
national, regional and 
local level

Tools to measure social valuen
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WHAT THE SOCIAL ECONOMY    

SPECIFIC      

Awareness
raising

Spread
social
franchises

Braided
business
support

Training for public
officials (public
procurement)

Training for workers
and managers

IMPROVE

THE ECOSYSTEM

FOR THE SOCIAL

ECONOMY

BY ADDRESSING

KEY OBSTACLES

TO THE

BIRTH AND

SCALING- UP

OF SOCIAL

ECONOMY

ENTERPRISES
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   NEEDS FROM THE ESF

   MEASURES

Networking

Financial
tools and
partnerships

Measure
social value

Improve knowledge
base (statistics,
models, etc.)

Coordinated
strategies

Trans- 
national
exchange

IMPROVE

THE

CAPACITY

OF LOCAL

SYSTEMS

AND

TERRITORIES

TO PRODUCE

SOCIAL

INNOVATIONS
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PART 2: Th ematic 
recommendations

A better future
Results of the BFSE network
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1.  Th e policy context 
and current issues

Social franchising
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1.1  Why should we foster 
social franchising?

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

� € 
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2.  Good practices

AETES Environment

Care and Share Associates

€ 
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Komosie

€ 

€ 

€ 

Vägen ut!
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Barka Foundation

3.  Recommendations

1. Emphasise growth!

�

�

2.  Facilitate the growth 
of good examples by 
designing programmes with 
better opportunities for 
replication.
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3.  Play an active role in making 
finance available

�

�

4.  Reduce suspicion

�

�

�

5.  Employ social franchising as 
a means of transnationality

�

�
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1.  The policy context  
and current issues

€ 

€ 
€ 

Financial instruments and mechanisms 
of fund allocation to social economy
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1.1  Cooperation between 
different sectors in 
providing funding for 
social enterprises



65

1.2  Integrated support 
schemes
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1.3  Strengthening capacity
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2.  Good practices
2.1  A good practice in 

cooperation between 
diff erent sectors in 
providing funding for 
social enterprises

€ 

€ 

€ 

€ 

2.2  Good practices of 
integrated support 
schemes

€
€ 

€ € 
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€ € 
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2.3  Good practices in 
strengthening capacity

3.  Recommendations
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1.  Th e policy context 
and current issues

€

Measuring social added value
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2.  Good practices

Th e BFSE Tool
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Th e TESSEA project in the 
Czech Republic 
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Th e SOUL and DAIN projects 

Th e SEIF experience in the UK

£ €

£ (€
£ €



77

A Belgian experience 
of quality assurance
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A Polish experience of social 
value measurement

3.  Recommendations
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1.  Th e policy context 
and current issues

Socially responsible public procurement 
and public social partnership
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Why should we foster 
SRPP with the improved 
participation of the social 
economy?
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2.  Good practices

�

�

�

�

�
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3.  Recommendations
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1.  Th e policy context 
and current issues

�

�

�
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�

1.1  Th e European Social Fund 
and state aid

State aids and social services 
of general interest
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1.2  The social economy and 
state aid

1.3 Compatible state aid

€
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2.  Good practices

�

�

�

�

�

�

3.  Recommendations
1.  Recognition of the social 

economy
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2.  Risk-based analysis  
of state aid

3.  General block exemption 
regulation (GBER)

4.  Services of general 
economic interest (SGEIs)
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List of abbreviations
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 www.socialeconomy.pl

A better future
Results of the network for better  

future of social economy


